SECTION II
THE RENOVATION  OF THE POPULATION
GENERAL OBSERVATIONS
BY reforming divorce legislation, by improving the lot of
large families, by giving a new impetus to physical educa-
tion and sport for the young, the Vichy Government has rendered
real service to the cause of improving the population. By prac-
tising a purely quantitative policy with regard to the birth rate,
by excluding certain elements from the population for racial or
political reasons, by giving the young a moral education of purely
partisan nature, it has betrayed its duty to the country.
I. Importance of the Problem of the Population
The problem of the population is the most anxious one of all
for France, It has always been shirked or ignored by the parlia-
mentary assemblies that succeeded one another in power.
This problem is one of quantity and of quality at the same time.
i. THE QUANTITATIVE ASPECT
Some details principally taken from the Encycloptdie franfaise
(vol. 7) enable us to state the quantitative problem in France with
accuracy.
The population of France is practically numerically stable.
Between 1850 and 1890 it had only increased by 7 per cent, as
against an average of 36 per cent, for the whole of Europe; since
1890 there has been hardly any increase except from the return
of Alsace and Lorraine. If for the last six years the number of
deaths slightly exceeds that of births, the gap has been filled up by
the incorporation of foreign elements* But the fact is that we are
at the peak of a curve that must henceforth fall with increasing
steepness.
The quantitative aspect of the problem may be expressed in a
few simple figures. In 1810 the population of France represented
i j -2 per cent, of the population of Europe, or in round numbers
one-seventh; in 1930 it was no more than 8-8 per cent, or just
about one-twelfth. If in a century the annual number of deaths
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